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I50 THE MONIST. 

facts of life, those greater existences in which the individual organisations are 
bound up, and which they serve, passing, as in every science, from the details to 
the whole. And the connecting link between materialism and the conduct of life, 
lies in the doctrine of the limited nature of our present space perceptions. For, 
with the elevation of our notion of space to its true place, the antagonism between 
our present materialistic and our present idealistic views of life falls away." 

As to space he says : 

" When in our space we have explained all that we can explain by the suppo- 
sition of particles moving in our space, we shall find that there is a residuum, and 
this residuum will be explained by the four-dimensional movements of the minutest 
particles. The large movements are simply movements in three-dimensional space, 
but to explain the residual phenomenon a higher kind of space will be requisite." 

And in another place he argues : 

" If a fourth dimension exists, there are two possible alternatives. 

" One is, that there being four dimensions, we have a three-dimensional exist- 
ence only. The other is that we really have a four-dimensional existence, but are 
not conscious of it. If we are in three dimensions only, while there are really four 
dimensions, then we must be relatively to those beings who exist in four dimen- 
sions, as lines and planes are in relation to us. That is, we must be mere abstrac- 
tions. In this case we must exist only in the mind of the being that conceives us, 
and our experience must be merely the thoughts of his mind, — a result which has 
apparently been arrived at, on independent grounds, by an idealist philosopher. 

' ' The other alternative is, that we have a four-dimensional existence. In this 
case our proportions in it must be infinitely minute, or we should be conscious of 
them. If such be the case, it would probably be in the ultimate particles of matter 
that we should discover the fourth dimension, for in the ultimate particles the 
sizes in the three dimensions are very minute, and the magnitudes in all four di- 
mensions would be comparable. 

"The preceding two alternative suppositions are based on the hypothesis of 
the reality of four-dimensional existence, and must be conceived to hold good only 
on that hypothesis. 

" It is somewhat curious to notice that we can thus conceive of an existence 
relative to which that which we enjoy must exist as a mere abstraction." p. c. 

Talks on Civics. By Henry Holt. New York: The Macmillan Co. 1901. Pages, 
xxvi, 493. Price, $1.25. 
Mr. Henry Holt has attempted in the present dialogues to rescue the method 
of Socrates and Plato from the nocuous desuetude into which it has fallen and to 
apply it to the resolution of the practical problems of politics and government now 
presenting themselves to the young voters of the United States. The aim he has 
set himself is "to develop in young people the character of mind which is proof 
against political quackery." "Of all our hard-bought institutions," he says, "there 
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is scarcely one, from a stable currency down to the very right of accumulating 
property, that has lately escaped a strong attempt to overthrow it, and to substitute 
for it some invention of the moment, — or rather some invention bearing a name of 
the moment, but being really a form of some protean error as old as history." 

The point that Mr. Holt makes is that since all these political errors propose 
to get along faster than evolution, they are by their very nature impossible to a 
mind habitually recognising the law of evolution. Hitherto, but one or two Amer- 
ican elementary text-books on civic subjects have sought in any way to emphasise 
the developmental character of institutions and forms of government, and so Mr. 
Holt's work has taken the shape of a deliberate ' ' attempt to saturate young people's 
minds with the realisation that social institutions are evolutions, and therefore (1) 
that they can no more be modified by laws or votes or any other manifestations of 
human will than plants or animals can ; but (2) that they can be modified as much 
as plants or animals can, though only by the same means, — careful study of their 
life-histories and habits, and cautious efforts in accordance with the improved con- 
ditions of their well-being ; and (3) that they will be vitiated or destroyed by forced 
or ignorant treatment." This is the reason he has spent so much time over such 
topics as early land tenure, the nature of contracts, or, to use his own phraseology, 
over "the archaeology of the subject." "I want to give the pupil," he says, "a 
consciousness that enduring institutions are growths, and do not spring up respon- 
sive to any magician's wand, be it in the hands of Mr. Altgeld, Mr. Bryan, or even 
so good a man as Henry George, — I want to accustom him, when any method is 
presented for his vote, to ask: Has this thing roots?" And above all he has sought 
to place before American youths at least one text-book ' ' that should not claim that 
our constitutions — state and national — present the final word of human wisdom." 

To accomplish his various purposes, Mr. Holt has spared neither pains nor 
space. The conversations are simply worked out, the illustrations which he has 
adduced are practical and pertinent ; in the main, the arguments on both sides of 
the subject have been fairly and forcibly presented ; and while the author's opin- 
ions on most economic and administrative subjects tend toward ultra-orthodoxy, 
his opposition is not unfraught with suggestiveness even to his opponents, and his 
liberal adoption and popularisation of the results of scientific economic research, 
not to speak of his comparative analyses of the best specimens of the institutions 
which foreign countries have to offer, will be of the highest value to all persons 
desirous of becoming thoroughly acquainted with the exigencies of present Ameri- 
can politics. j". 

Reco:>struction in Theology. By Henry Churchill King-, Professor of Theol- 
ogy in Oberlin Theological Seminary. New York : The Macmillan Co. ; 
London: Macmillan & Co. 1901. Pages, xiii, 257. Price, $1.50. 
The present work is a sincere and deeply religious attempt to reconstruct the- 
ology so as to bring it into closer conformity with the "changed intellectual, moral, 



